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to an adjective always annuls the adjectival reference and
substitutes for it the abstract point of view. When I say
"white things," I include in the intent of my thought
whatever other attributes may belong to the things besides
whiteness. Hence in passing from intent to content, I
can affirm that " white things are tangible." When I say
"white things as such, or qua white," I exclude from the
intent of my thought the other attributes of white things,
though I do not of course deny their existence. Hence
I cannot say that " white things as such, or qua white, are
tangible." In like manner, we cannot say that (< whiteness
is tangible." For, " whiteness" is equivalent to white
things as such, or qua white.

If this account of the abstract object is correct, such an
object cannot be illusory unless it is internally incoherent.
For illusion exists only if a qualification is ascribed to
something to which it does not belong. But an attribute
abstractly considered is regarded merely as an attribute
of whatever may happen to possess it. Whiteness is
regarded only as an attribute of whatever things are
white. But white things must be white. There is only
one conceivable way in which the abstract object can be
unreal. It may be unreal because by its owrf intrinsic
nature it is incapable of existing. But this can be the
case only when it is internally incoherent When it is
internally incoherent, it is illusory, because it contains
illusion within itself, apart from reference to anything
else.1

The concept of a solid figure bounded by twelve squares
is unreal in this manner. For the nature of solid figures,
abstractedly considered, is such as to exclude the qualifica-
tion attributed to it Similarly any abstract object is
illusory if one of its constituents is thought to be a
possible or necessary qualification ,of another which it

1 Just as adjectival reference may be annulled by the phrases "as such." or
qua, so abstraction may be annulled by making the abstract object a subject
of a judgment in which it is affirmed to be an attribute of something. For its
connection with other attributes of the thing essentially belongs to the import
of such a judgment. The judgment is possible because the fact of the abstract
object being an attribute is one of its own essential adjectives. When we say
that it is an " attribute of,'' we merely give this adjective a specific determination.